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JAPANESE CONTINGENT TO HIGHLIGHT
RAPID PROTOTYPING CONFERENCE

DAYTON, Ohio -- The new technology of rapid prototyping
could revolutionize manufacturing by reducing the time it takes
to produce plastic prototypes from months to hours--speeding
products to market at a reduced cost.

But the technology is so

new that many industries cannot absorb it into their
manufacturing processes.
Engineers and managers from compan1es throughout the world
·will share their knowledge about rapid prototyping at the
University of Dayton's Second International Conference on Rapid
Prototyping, June 23-26, at the Dayton Convention Center.

They

also will discuss how to integrate rapid prototyping into their
organizations.
Among the compan1es making presentations at the conference

•

are several from Japan, including Sony and Toyota.
Katsumasa Saito, a professor at Hokkaido University who is
considered the father of Japanese rapid prototyping, will discuss
the "Present Status and Future Trends of Rapid Prototyping in
Japan" at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 25.
"The Japanese are very clever at adapting," says Richard
Chartoff, professor of materials engineering and senior research
engineer at the University of Dayton Research Institute (UDRI).
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Rapid prototyping: page 2
"They already are

us~ng

organizational approaches that make

it easier to accommodate this kind of technology.

They use the

team engineering approach."
Harold Sirkin, vice president of the Boston Consulting
Group, will give the keynote address, "Competing Against Time,"
centering on quick-to-market strategies at 8 a.m. Monday, June
24.
Rapid prototyping uses a Computer-Aided Design system, a
laser and a special optical system to produce plastic parts of
any geometry--without a mold in a matter of hours.

The process

converts a liquid photopolyrner directly to a solid plastic using
a chemical reaction triggered by the laser.
UD recently received awards totalling more than $1.1 million
from the Edison Materials Technology Center (EMTEC) and the
Chrysler Corp. for new studies on improving rapid prototyping.
A crew from ABC's "Good Morning America" recently visited
UD's Rapid Prototype Development Laboratory to tape a segment on
the technology.
The conference is sponsored by UD and EMTEC, a statesponsored, non-profit corporation that promotes partnerships
among industry, higher education and government to solve
industry's problems.
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To set up media interviews or for more information, contact Jim
Feuer, director of media relations at UD, at (513) 229-3241.

